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reason	they	ought	to	be	supported	in	the	context	of	a	larger	effort	to	negotiate	an	
end	to	the	conflict.	
	 Influencing	and	hedging	should	be	located	them	in	the	same	strategy,	and	
pursued	simultaneously	and	synergistically,	rather	than	waiting	for	the	outcome	of	
efforts	at	negotiation	before	deciding	whether	other	efforts	are	also	necessary.	In	
the	opaque	world	of	Afghan	insurgency	an	influence-and-hedge	approach	tries	to	
reduce	violence	even	without	full	knowledge	of	how	the	Taliban	will	pursue	their	
campaign.	Such	an	approach	may	offer	less	certainty	than	is	comfortable	for	
policymakers,	but	it	is	more	realistic	and	likely	to	succeed.	
